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         The Eastford Communicator 

August 2015, Vol. 24, No. 5 

Thank you to all who 

“Experienced Eastford” 

at our townwide event on July 18!! 

A special thanks to all the 

 town’s folk, volunteer leaders,  

organizations, churches, businesses, 

 and vendors who participated in  

“Experience Eastford”  

and made the day a terrific success! 

Thank you to our advertisers & donors! 
Donors and the local businesses 

 who advertise in The Eastford Communicator 
 make it possible for us to provide 

 local news and information free every month 
 to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Thank you to recent donors: 
Michael Alberts 
Dorothy Davis 

Margherita Halpine 
Brian Holley 

Mary Beth Gorke-Felice 
Tom & Mary Ann Lally 

Betty Lawrence 
You are keeping the Communicator alive! 

Our advertisers offer  
products, gifts & services for your every need. 

Gifts & Gift Certificates - Health Care 
Pet Accommodations - Lumber & Hardware 

PYO Fruit & Pies & Specialties - Catering - Dining 
Beauty & Spa Care - Tax & Legal Services 

Real Estate & Home Services  
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more! 

The Eastford Communicator  
urgently needs your donations. 

Please patronize our advertisers &  
Thank donors & advertisers for supporting  

YOUR  Eastford Communicator 
Please send donations to: 
Eastford Communicator 

P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 

August, 2015 Calendar 

4 Summer SingJam, Camp Nahaco, 6:30 – 8:30pm 

5 Nahaco Commission, Camp Nahaco, 7:00pm 

 Yoga, Camp Nahaco, 6:00pm – 7:00pm 

6 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am – 12:00pm 

7 Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am   

    

11 Summer SingJam, Camp Nahaco, 6:30 – 8:30pm 

Planning Commission, TOB, 7:00pm 

Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7:30pm 

12 Recreation Commission, TOB, 2:00pm 

 Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5:00pm – 7:00pm 

Communicator Deadline 

13 BOE, EES, 7:00pm 

17 BOS, TOB, 7:00pm 

18 Summer SingJam, Camp Nahaco, 6:30 – 8:30pm 

Republican Town Committee, Library, 7:00pm 

19 Yoga, Camp Nahaco, 6:00pm – 7:00pm 

20 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am – 12:00pm 

21 Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am 

25 Transfer Station Committee, TOB, 1:00pm 

 Summer SingJam, Camp Nahaco, 6:30 – 8:30pm 

26 Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5:00pm – 7:00pm 

Yoga, Camp Nahaco, 6:00pm – 7:00pm 

27 Gentle Yoga, TOB, 11:00am – 12:00pm 

 Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7:00pm 

 Library Board, Library, 7:00pm 

28 Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am 

BRODEURBITS 

 

[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ram-

blings from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, 

some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest 

and import, aimed at communicating and informing.]  

 

[This Month: Summer Briefs and Brief Bits, Paint and 

Ride, Old Order and New Ordinances.] 

 

The Board of Selectmen voted at its July 6, 2015 meeting to 

draft an ordinance to be brought to Town Meeting which 

would grant a municipal exemption from personal property 

taxation for those motor vehicles adapted for use by a per-

son with a disability or disabilities. In draft currently are 

this ordinance and one approved by the Board in June 

which would withhold building permits to taxpayers owing 

delinquent taxes. 
continued on next page 
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The Board, also on July 6, appointed Nathaniel Fabian as 

Assistant Town Burning Official; [James Roy is the 

Town’s Burning Official].  It also appointed Thomas 

Latham to the Clean Energy Working Group. 

At the same meeting the Board accepted, with regret and 

with deep thanks for years of service, the resignation of 

Jane Budd from the Library Board.  It noted that Jane’s 

passion for books and for libraries have been hallmarks of 

her commitment and service to Eastford’s library and to its 

readers.   Her time on the Board was constructive and con-

tributory and her influence was profound and will endure.  

The Selectmen then appointed Rachel Budd to serve on the 

Library Board until the November election.  

 

The Connecticut State Police have assigned a new Liaison 

Officer to Eastford.  He is Sergeant John Aiello of Troop D 

in Danielson.  Also, Lieutenant Timothy Madden has as-

sumed command of Troop D. 

Wouldn’t It Be Nice If: 

 

Folks didn’t go around stealing the “Experience East-

ford” signs which were the result of much creativ-

ity and hard work on the part of Heritage Day 

Committee members, and whose purpose was to 

communicate and to inform the community, both 

near and far, of the extensive and varied program-

ming of Heritage Day 2015. 

 

A reminder concerning paint recycling at the Transfer Sta-

tion:  the guidelines for disposal of paint are posted  at the 

site for your convenience and compliance.  All paint should 

be inspected by the Transfer Station Attendant prior to dis-

posal. 

 

The Town has been informed that advertising for bids on 

the Mill Bridge Road bridge project is scheduled for late 

Fall with a start of construction in the Spring,  tentatively 

May 1, 2016, with construction to be completed by the end 

of 2016. 

 

The Steeple Chase Bike tour comes through Eastford on 

Saturday, August 15, 2015, followed a month later by the 

Hole in the Wall Gang Camp Challenge Ride on Saturday, 

September 12, 2015. 

 

The State Department of Transportation has informed us 

that Eastford will be a participatory town in a project to 

install centerline rumble strips along sections of State-

owned and maintained roads.  In Eastford, the project, 

which will commence in the 2016 road construction season, 

will see placement of strips on Route 244 from Route 198 

in Eastford to Route 97 in Pomfret.  Centerline rumble 

strips are a cost-effective, proven safety countermeasure 

that reduces the risks of head-on and sideswipe opposite 

direction crashes. 

 

The total construction value of all building permits issued 

in Eastford from April 1 to June 30, 2015 was $767,000. 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 

         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras          860-429-1932 

The Eastford Communicator 

 Good News from Emergency Management 

Deb Richards – Emergency Management Director 

So many times people that work hard ‘behind the scenes’ do 
not get credit for their hard work and dedication.  I want to 
take the time to send a shout out and thank you to the people 
that support Emergency Management Services in our town.  
Eastford participates in the Emergency Management Perform-
ance grants program,   A program that requires  active partici-
pation in CT’s  emergency management programs and allows 
us to apply for FEMA money as it becomes available.  

In April 2015 there was a Presidential disaster declaration for 
the winter storm of January 26, 27 and 28th 2015.  Because of 
that Presidential announcement, funds became available for 
Tolland, New London and Windham Counties.  Before we could 
even apply for this money a lot of data needed to be collected 
and reviewed by FEMA.  Once it was decided we met the 
thresholds to receive funding – more data needed to be col-
lected, forms filled out and multiple emails answered!  Brenda 
Willis and Ben Schmidt were right there answering questions 
and supplying critical information so that Eastford would re-
ceive FEMA funds.  Thanks to their hard work  behind the 
scenes - we will be receiving approximately $18,000  from 
FEMA- an amount that almost totally covers the unexpected 
costs of that storm! 

Thanks also to Art Brodeur, Jeannine Spink, Karen Butts , 
Gordon Spink and Claire Williams for their ongoing support of 
Eastford’s Emergency Management Program. 

News You Can Use 

Deb Richards – Emergency Management Director 

 

Eastford Emergency Management is pleased to donate the 

following books on Emergency Preparedness to the East-

ford Public Library.  Our hope is that these books will 

educate both children and adults on ways to be better pre-

pared and informed before emergencies happen. 

The books include:  

Sensible Preparedness: A Guide to Preparing 

Your Family for Emergencies 

The Disaster Preparedness Handbook, A 

Guide for Families: 

A Guide to Sheltering in Place 

Don’t be scared, Don’t Panic, Shelter in Place;  

The Science of Tornadoes: Understanding 

Weather  Just for Kids!   

Food Storage for Self Sufficiency and Sur-

vival 

The Essential Guide for Family Preparedness;  

Tornadoes! 

Little Critter: Just a Big Storm 

The Storm Book 

Emergency Food Storage & Survival Hand-

book:   

Everything You Need to Know to Keep Your 

Family Safe in a Crisis;  

Hurricanes! Weather Words and What They 

Mean  

How to Survive a Tornado. 

Please ask our librarians where to locate these books. 

 

Be Prepared, Stay Prepared, Be informed 
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Breakfast & Lunch Daily 

Dinner Wed-Sat 5-8pm  

(Check Website for Specials) 

Sandwiches, Organic Coffee, Baked Goods - WIFI 

Hamburgers, Build Your Own Subs - BYOB 

Hours: Sun 8am-4pm Mon 7am-4pm Tues 7am-7pm 

Wed thru Sat, 7am-8pm 

Call-in Orders & Catering Available 

www.coriandercafeeastford.com 

(860) 315-7691 

192 Eastford Road  Eastford, CT 06242 

 

Eastford Food Pantry 

We would like to thank everyone for this month’s dona-

tions to our town’s food pantry. This includes the Alterna-

tive Living Center in Eastford for their very generous do-

nation of food items, and the much needed toiletries given 

in memory of “Doc”.    Among items most needed are:  

low sugar cereals, oatmeal, rice, tuna, canned fruits and 

juices, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, macaroni and 

cheese, bisquick or baking mix, granola bars, flour, sugar, 

coffee, tea, toilet paper.  If you prefer to make a monetary 

donation, checks should be made out to the Town of East-

ford and include “Food Pantry” on the memo line.  This 

will enable us to maintain a supply of most needed items.  

Again, thank you!! 

 

If you are in need of assistance from our Food Pantry or if 

you know of anyone in need, please place a confidential 

call to either Steve or Karen at 860 974-1618.     

 

From Board of Education: 

 

The next meeting of the Eastford Board of Education is 

scheduled for August 13 at 7:00 pm. Except for July, the 

Board meets the second Thursday of each month in the 

school library. The public is always welcome to attend 

their meetings.  

 

The Board of Education Policy Committee will meet in 

August. The Policy Committee will focus on updating 

policies to reflect legislative changes.  

 

In response to the Board’s Safety Committee and the avail-

ability of security grant money, a new video surveillance 

system is up and running on the school grounds.  

 

Bus routes for the elementary school and high schools will 

be posted online and on the doors of the school about two 

weeks before the start of school.  

 

The school building is open every day during the summer. 

If you know someone who needs any information about 

the School District, please have him or her contact the of-

fice staff. 

 

EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, 

INC. 

DATE: JULY, 2015 

FROM:  JEANNINE SPINK, PRESIDENT 

 

     CONGRATULATIONS TO ELY DRISCOLL, 

eighth grade EES graduate, who was the 56th recipient 

of the Citizenship Award sponsored by the EIFC.   Cri-

teria for this prestigious award is a student who demon-

strates leadership, respect for school and community 

rules, and involved in school and community affairs.      

ANNUAL CHICKEN B-B-Q  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15TH – 4:00  TO 6:00  P.M. 

FEATURING “DRIVE-THRU CONVENIENCE” 
OR  EAT IN 

$10.00  EACH DINNER 

MENU:  

 1/2 CHICKEN, POTATO SALAD, COLE SLAW, 
ROLL, ICE CREAM 

TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR 

TICKETS ARE ON SALE UNTIL AUGUST 8TH AT 
12:00 NOON 

TO RESERVE YOUR DINNER, CONTACT ANY 
MEMBER OR CALL:    

JOHN PAQUIN AT 860-974-0256 

OR   

     JEANNINE SPINK AT 860-974-1678 
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Live Bait 

Eastford Elementary School News 

By: Heather Tamsin,  Principal of Eastford Elementary 

School 

 

I hope everyone has been enjoying the beautiful summer 

days and taking some time to rejuvenate and reconnect 

with friends and family. 

As the new school year approaches, I would like to invite 

all Preschool and Kindergarten families to join us for a 

‘Meet and Greet’ with Mrs. Kopplin and Mrs. Bibeault at 

3 pm on Monday, August 24 at Eastford Elementary 

School. Children and families will have an opportunity to 

tour classrooms and meet with the teachers to help with 

their transition. Children will also play on the playground 

and have a school bus ride! I am looking forward to meet-

ing families and children. If you are unable to attend, but 

have questions, please feel free to contact Mrs. Kopplin 

(ckopplin@eastfordct.org) or Mrs. Bibeault  

(mbibeault@eastfordct.org).  

A summer mailing with important information has been 

sent home. Please look for your child’s emergency contact 

information card to verify your current information and 

return it to our office as soon possible.  

Our music teacher, Miss Croxton, is excited to offer in-

strumental opportunities for any students entering grades 

4 through 8. If you would like rental information, we have 

additional copies in the school office that you are wel-

come to stop by and pick up. 

The school facility is looking beautiful as the custodians 

are working hard to prepare the building for the return of 

the staff, students and families.  

We are eager to start the new school year, and are looking 

forward to collaborating with families through the excit-

ing experiences planned in the year ahead. Continue to 

enjoy the summer weather and I look forward to another 

amazing school year in such a supportive community. 

 

Visit Eastford’s Lovely Gardens 

By Carol Davidge 

Eastford has some easily-accessible and lovely gardens. 

    One is the Library Garden, located adjacent to the Ivy Glenn 
building on the east side. It is primarily maintained by Anne 
Latham and Claire Williams, both on the Library Board of Trus-
tees. Many of the plants were donated by Woodland Trails 
Wildflower Nursery and were planted with the goal to have 
something always in bloom throughout the Spring, Summer, 
into Fall.  This year the gardens were cleaned and the walkway 
to the Library was planted by Anne and Claire with the help of 
volunteers from the Congregational Church of Eastford. All folks 
can feel free to deadhead the petunias on their way into or out 
of the Library. At the other side of the library is Readers Park, 
with benches and trees. 

    Another lovely spot is the Coriander garden, planted and 
maintained by Valerie Katkavick. Both food and flowering plants 
will be found there., and the vegetables might be part of the 
meal that Coriander serves you. You’ll find picnic tables where 
you can enjoy a bite to eat, and food from the garden might be 
part of the meal that Coriander serves you. 

    A lovely spot for sitting and watching nature is the beaver 
pond at the junction of Westford and Church roads, across from 
the old cemetery. A sturdy seat under the trees is perfect for 
watching red-winged blackbirds and beavers. Nahaco on Weeks 
Road also offers picnic tables, trails, and vistas of Crystal Pond.  

mailto:ckopplin@eastfordct.org
mailto:mbibeault@eastfordct.org
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 Nahaco News… 

The month of June was busy for Nahaco with some folks 

volunteering some additional time to help clean up and do 

much needed projects. Nick B., along with a troop of Boy 

Scouts, began working on his Eagle Scout project. One of 

the larger cabins was in need of some work to take down 

the interior walls and insulation. This cabin is used by the 

day camp for arts & crafts and Nick’s work will help to 

make the building better suited for the children of day 

camp to use. 

David Guiles, of Do-It-All-and-Then-Some, donated his 

equipment and time for the trails to be cleaned up and 

some trees to be taken down and cut up. Thank- you 

David for the hours you spent to help Nahaco. 

In addition to the usual rentals that help support Nahaco, 

the Nahaco Music Festival took place on the weekend of 

June 27 – 28. Despite the weather, the event was very suc-

cessful. Many who came stated that they enjoyed the 

event and commented on how beautiful the park / camp is. 

As the rain fell heavily overnight, those who camped out 

found the shelters to be very beneficial to the camp. The 

dining hall served as a perfect solution to keeping the 

bands and the audience dry. The festival raised around 

$1,200 for Nahaco. Even though this is a little short of 

what was hoped for, still not too shabby for the terrible 

weather we had that weekend. 

I really wish to thank everyone who purchased a ticket 

and supported the event. Also, many thanks to Brandt 

Taylor, Desert Rain, Rythmic Circus, POSS’M, and 

Sticky Greens for coming and playing. Thank you to the 

local establishments for your donations: Coriander, East-

ford Building Supply, Mrs. Bridge’s Pantry, Woodstock 

Grill, Sherwood’s, Soleil and Son’s Bakery, Harrisville 

Golf Course, Crabtree & Evelyn. A HUGE thank you to 

our sponsors: MTR Earth LLC., Pond View Construc-

tion, Sweet Ev’s, and First Niagara Bank.  

As the commission continues to discuss how best to utilize 

and support Nahaco, your input is very much needed. As 

we move forward some of the questions we are beginning 

to address are; what should be the purpose of Nahaco, 

how should the park be used and by who, should struc-

tures remain standing and be repaired, or should they be 

torn down and forgotten, how should Nahaco be sup-

ported, where will the income necessary to run, maintain, 

and repair Nahaco come from. I am asking everyone who 

is reading this and is familiar with Nahaco to please con-

sider coming to a meeting or send an email with your 

thoughts (kimberlyhadley28@yahoo.com). If you are not 

yet familiar with Nahaco, stop down on a Tuesday night 

for a SingJam which is free and open to the public, or a 

Wednesday night at 6:00 pm for gentle yoga for a modest 

$5.00 fee. Get connected, speak your mind, and help us to 

steer Nahaco in the direction you the citizen’s would like 

to see it go. 

A few things to remember: while day camp is in session, 

no-one should be using the camp / park during the hours 

of 8 am – 4 pm Monday through Friday. Please respect the 

day camp and the safety of the campers. Also, please re-

member that the camp closes at dusk, no – one should be 

accessing the camp after dark. If the gate is closed, it does 

not mean that you get out of your car and open it to drive 

in! Clean up and take any garbage with you when you 

leave, help us to keep Nahaco safe and beautiful. 

Respectfully, 

 

Kimberly Hadley 

CNPC Member 

 

Free Milk Program at Eastford School 

 

Free Milk Program at Eastford School: Children from fami-

lies whose income is at or below the levels shown on the 

official chart   (  http://www.eastfordct.org/files/filesystem/

public%20release.pdf  ) are eligible for free milk. Applica-

tion forms are being sent to all homes with a letter to par-

ents. To apply for free milk, households should fill out the 

application and return it to the school. The information pro-

vided on the application is confidential and will be used 

only for the purposes of determining eligibility milk pro-

grams. Note that the district MAY share your eligibility 

information with education, health, and nutrition programs 

to help them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits for their 

programs, auditors for program reviews, and law enforce-

ment officials to help them look into violations of program 

rules. This information may also be verified at any time 

during the school year by school or other program officials. 

Applications may be submitted at any time during the year. 

No application is required if the district directly certifies a 

child based on a household member receiving assistance 

from: The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP), or Temporary Family Assistance (TFA) program. 

All children in these households are eligible for free milk 

benefits. Households receiving SNAP benefits or TFA for 

their children should only submit an application if they are 

not notified of their eligibility by September 14, 2015. If a 

child is not directly certified, the household should com-

plete a free milk application form. The application for the 

SNAP or TFA households require the name of the person in 

the household receiving the SNAP or TFA benefits and 

their case number. The signature of an adult household 

member is also required. Households receiving assistance 

under the SNAP/TFA programs will be notified of their 

eligibility and their children will be provided free benefits 

unless the household notifies the school that it chooses to 

decline benefits. Qualified foster, homeless or runaway 

children are also eligible for free milk.  

 

mailto:kimberlyhadley28@yahoo.com
http://www.eastfordct.org/files/filesystem/public%20release.pdf
http://www.eastfordct.org/files/filesystem/public%20release.pdf
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

      Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

Summer 

Sale on  

Mat Classes  

INSIDE PROFILE: Evelyn Andert                                                                                                           

by Sue Orcutt 

    Andert Road is a short, steep climb that leads to the 

Andert’s home. The original brick farmhouse, built in 

1927, and a newer addition make up the Andert’s house. 

Evelyn Andert greeted me at the door. Inside, the walls 

were wood paneled and the fireplace stone, all materials 

that had come off the property. In the middle of the 20th 

century, there were several dairy farms in Eastford—one 

of them the Anderts. Evelyn did the milking, while Irving 

chopped the corn and baled the hay. Their children were 

young at the time—Joe, the oldest boy, only seven. They 

helped bring the cows in for milking, and drove the cows 

back out to the fields. In 1963 Evelyn and her husband, 

Irving, sold the small herd because milking 80 cows was 

no longer profitable.  Other farmers in the area, including 

John Savage, Charlie Kozey, Charlie Vaida, Bill Warren, 

and Bill Anderson, did the same.                                                                                                  

    Evelyn grew up in Lisbon, CT on her dad’s farm. Her 

family raised chickens for eggs and meat. Evelyn had her 

own horse, a pinto, named May Girl. She often rode with 

her sister on the uncrowded roads to Norwich. Her dad 

was a horse trader, and during prohibition, he became a 

bootlegger. Evelyn brought her dad bags of sugar to 

make whiskey and gin.  On many early mornings, Evelyn 

and her sister would ride in the rumble seat while their 

dad delivered the jugs of whiskey. He figured he would 

avoid being arrested if he had his young daughters with 

him. Evelyn met Irving (who had grown up on the An-

dert’s farm) at Joe Kozey and Nellie’s wedding. Irving 

was a dancer and Evelyn was not, but that did not daunt 

Irving. He wrote to Evelyn while he served in WWII. 

Evelyn worked at a Norwich mill making comforters for 

the soldiers. After the War Irving found Evelyn in Lis-

bon, and announced, “We’re getting married”. They were 

married in 1951 when Evelyn was 29 and she moved into 

the Andert’s farmhouse.  

    Evelyn and Irving had four children—Nancy, Joe, 

Donald and Michael. After they sold the herd in 1963, 

they bought a Chevy station wagon, and drove across the 

country that summer. They visited many of the state 

parks, and Evelyn remembers how nice people were 

along the way. With four young children, people would 

stop to help them set up their tent. From then on, the fam-

ily traveled and camped every summer until the kids grew 

older and lost interest. Evelyn has a passion for traveling, 

and she and Irving did just that. They traveled to Hong 

Kong, the Canary Islands, England, France, Germany, 

Austria, Alaska, New Zealand, Hawaii, and the Caribbean 

Islands. After the family returned from their trip that first 

summer, Irving started working for Mr. Krause, installing 

and shampooing carpets. Irving asked, “Why don’t we 

start our own business?” Evelyn helped install, and their 

son, Joe, helped on weekends while he attended Wood-

stock Academy and later UCONN. When Irving turned 

continued on next page 
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Report of the Union Society Building Committee 

By Carol Davidge, Chair 

 

The “Experience Eastford” Auction to benefit the Town-owned 
Union Society of Phoenixville House raised $1,000. We thank all 
who donated, volunteered their time or purchased auction 
items.   

   For their contributions to the Auction, we thank Lauren Ander-
son, Barbara Aquila, Ashford Garden Center, Janet Bellamy for a 
Lymph Health Session, Bowen’s Garage, Bradley Playhouse,  Art 
and Lennox Brodeur, Buell’s Orchard, Karen Butts, Cargill Quick 
Lube & Car Wash, Georgianne Copley, Coriander Cafe, Terry 
Cote, Carol Davidge, Rob Davis,  Tom DeJohn, Betsy & Bob 
DiQuattro, Mary Ellen & Mike Ellsworth, Eastford Building Sup-
ply, Frog Rock Cafe & Rest Stop, Garden Gate Florist, Rebecca 
Gurland, Harrisville Golf Course, Grill 37, Carolyn Hazard, Jean 
Hixson, Betsy Japp and Eastford Veterinary Clinic, Sally, Valerie 
& Bill Katkavick,  Tom and Mary Ann Lally, Leslie and Paul 
Lavallee, Deborah Lee, Bruce Lippincott,  Martha’s Herbary, 
Margherita Nichols-Shaw, Mary Shore and Dog Grooming of 
Pomfret,  Hope and Wellness Spa, Linda Tagg of Harvest Moon 
Health Foods, Sun Run Gardens, Barbara Urban, Vanilla Bean 
Cafe, Victoria Station, Whitehouse Package Store, Ed and Janet 
Windecker, Woodland Trails Native Plant Nursery, and others. A 
special thank you to Lauren Anderson, Janet Bellamy, Tom De-
John, Betsy DiQuattro, Mike and Mary Ellen Ellsworth, Carolyn 
Hazard, and Leslie Lavallee, Ed Windecker, for major assists in in 
setting up and during the auction.  

    The Union Society of Phoenixville House is listed on the state 

and national registers of historic places in special recognition of 
its cultural legacy - contributions by people who envisioned and 
made real a gathering place there for the local people. Over 
nearly 200 years, Phoenixville families met, children learned to 
read, and social gatherings were held. Villagers were from sev-
eral countries and several religious faiths, and all were welcome. 
As early as the 1930’s, a croquet court had lights at night so 
youngsters could have a place to gather in daytime or night time 
for activities.   

    During the 1800s and early 1900s, when roads were not 
paved and transportation was difficult, this house served an 
isolated community - Phoenixville - and provided many forms of 
social interactions from whist and other adult games to pot luck 
suppers to holiday gatherings to a nondenominational Sunday 
School.  Seeing it now, adjacent to paved roads Routes 198 and 
44, and given modern day transportation, it is hard to imagine 
the difficulties that Phoenixville residents faced when wishing to 
come to the center of Eastford for church or other social activi-
ties. When it rained or snowed, the roads were muddy or diffi-
cult, even after the automobile was invented. Hundreds of peo-
ple attended events there over the years.   

    To continue to save this small house, the town has established 
a legacy fund. For donations of $100 or more, a memorial 
plaque will acknowledge the donor and list the names of indi-
viduals being honored. The plaque contains names of corporate, 
foundation and private donors, and is displayed at events. All 
proceeds go to the Town of Eastford for the maintenance and 
construction. If you would like to make a financial donation, 
please make your checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write 
Union Society in the memo line), and mail to Union Society 
Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. 

    For information about the USBC, call Carol Davidge (860) 974-
0756 or E-mail: carol.davidge@snet.net with “Union Society” in 
subject line. 

Nahaco is  

YOUR park! 

Free: Picnic  

Area - Pond - 

Trails 

Event Rentals - 

Come Explore! 

70, he decided he’d had it; and Joe took over the business.                                                                                                                                           

    The family remains tight-knit. Nancy, Joe and Michael 

have their homes on land that was originally part of the 

farm and they visit their mom frequently.  Evelyn believes 

in keeping active. As a young mom she played baseball 

and went fishing with her kids. Now she remains an active 

part in their lives with her storytelling and her passion for 

life. 

   You want the hair gone - you want it gone now! 
I understand. So do the marketers for all those creams, 
waxes, devices and products that promise to remove all 
your excess hair instantly, painlessly and permanently. 
Quite truthfully, you already know that unwanted hair 
doesn't disappear that easily. Electrolysis is different – 
the continuous progress leads to the permanent removal 
of your unwanted hair.  Simply call and we can come up 
with a plan together. I still have some available time 
slots.  
(Like RS Electrolysis on Face Book for encouragement – 

you are not alone) 
Renee Schmidt  - Ashford 

RS Electrolysis 860-377-5334 
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 ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning,  

Personal Injury, Probate,  
Elder Law & Title 19  
Assistance/Planning 

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypaluis.com 
930 Route 169, Woodstock CT  

(860) 928-0506 

WANTED:    THE EASTFORD FIRE COMPANY 

IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER HELP, WITH CARPEN-

TRY KNOWLEDGE, TO CONSTRUCT A SMALL BUILD-

ING NEAR THE FIREHOUSE. 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION IS YET TO BE DETER-

MINED.    IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE CONTACT CHIEF 

GORDON SPINK AT 860-234-2012 FOR MORE DE-

TAILS.    THANK YOU.             

Eastford Seniors 

By Linda SM dos Santos 

 

The Eastford Senior Citizens (ESC) elected new officers 

during their July 12th Family and Friends Potluck Picnic. 

Returning officers are President Judy Montigny, Treasurer 

Carlene Prentice, Recording Secretary Audrey Plantier, 

and both Program Director & Public Relation’s Secretary 

Linda SM dos Santos. Newly elected officers are Vice-

President Chris Chvirko, Friendship Committee Chair 

MaryAnn Lally, Assistant Treasurer Bettie Brooks, and 

Telephone Committee Chair Bill Hopkins. 

 

During the Potluck Picnic, both members and officers took 

part in a surprise party for Dot Davis who celebrated her 

85th birthday. Davis, honored for her 20+ years of service 

and membership became the organization’s first Honorary 

Lifetime Member. 

 

The next meeting, on Sunday, August 16 from 12noon - 3 

PM, is the ESC’s  1st Annual Mealtime with Music 

event held at Nahaco Park’s waterfront Main Dining Hall, 

Weeks Rd, in Eastford. Seniors & their families will enjoy 

a catered picnic meal and music. Members $5, non-

members $8. Please call Bill 860-315-5240 or text Linda 

860-538-8868 before 12Noon on Tues., Aug. 11. (No Al-

cohol Permitted) 

 

***FREE*** 

Tues., Aug. 4 10AM - 12Noon  Me & My IPAD  2-Hr 

Seminar explaining the use & versatility of the Apple 

IPAD. 

Tues., Aug. 18 10AM - 12Noon  Email: reading an email 

address, creating mailboxes, how to Set-up email contacts 

& more. 

Tues., Aug 25 10AM - 12Noon Intro to Facebook, ex-

plore page layout, posting messages, uploading photos, 

add contacts & more! 

***Mansfield Senior Center Assoc., 303 Maple Rd, Storrs/

Mansfield 860-429-0262 

 

Senior Bus Trips, 3 local bus stops available 

Fri., Sept. 25th   9/11 Memorial & Museum, plus El Do-

rado West Dinner stop on your own, $76/person. For de-

tails, contact Kay Warren ASAP at 860-429-0262, ext. 6 at 

Mansfield Senior Center Assoc. on Mon., Wed. & Fri. 

from 8:30AM - 2 PM. 
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Fiddle & Song 

Tom French 

tomfrench@charter.net 

  

    As I write this, only the first three 

Nahaco SingJams have resonated.  In 

August, there will yet be four more Tuesdays.  The Sing-

Jams began just after the Summer Solstice, and already the 

change of light plays upon our senses with evening sunsets 

closing into the opening of the night sky.  We meet by the 

lakeside and many of the people who have joined us say, 

“This is different and very special [to be making music 

here outside].”  Other visitors to Nahaco hear us as they 

stroll or fish.  They also experience something unique in 

our music under the sky.  A certain mysterious question 

arises in our experience as to why is there such beauty? 

    The human mind wonders.  The Bible says the universe 

began with the Word.  Science calls it the Big Bang.  Both 

are expressions that it started with a sound, or more pre-

cisely: vibrations.  A past F&S article discussed the pre-

cise ratios of music deduced by Pythagorus and the dispo-

sition of Neanderthals as well as humans to prefer certain 

universally pleasing simple ratios of sound vibration.  And 

there is more.  John Newlands 1865 work on the Periodic 

Table revealed the Law of Octaves: the element character-

istics repeat that the 8th element.  The octave is where mu-

sical pitches repeat.  Bodes 1760 Law shows that the same 

ratios more or less apply to the orbital positions of planets 

around the sun and moons around the planets.  The ele-

ments and the orbits were established at the early moments 

of the beginning, and they follow the same ratio patterns 

as music. 

    Understandings of the basic ratios in sound, elements, 

and astrophysics is a fascinating and worthy study.  But 

equally rewarding is time to linger in the mysteries of the 

universe and music.  And perhaps those vibrations are 

what we feel at Nahaco.      

 

Mike Alberts will not seek re-election 

July 6, 2015 - Today State Representative Mike Alberts (R

-Woodstock) announced that he would not seek re-election 

for the General Assembly seat that he presently holds. The 

next General Election for Connecticut’s General Assembly 

is November, 2016. Alberts was first elected to his present 

seat in November 2004. He has since been re-elected five 

times. He was uncontested in 2012 and 2014. 

“It has been an honor and a privilege for me to represent 

Brooklyn, Eastford, Hampton, Pomfret, Union and Wood-

stock in Hartford over the past 11 years. At this point in 

my life I want to focus my energy on my professional ca-

reer and more importantly, being the best father, son, 

brother and friend that I can be. Having one career, not 

two, will be energizing,” said Alberts. 

Alberts, An Assistant House Republican Leader and mem-

ber of the Banks, Commerce, and Higher Education Com-

mittees, will continue to serve as State Representative for 

the remainder of his term. His successor will take office in 

January, 2017. 

 

mailto:tomfrench@charter.net
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Tips for Today 

by Liz Ellsworth  

 

If you are harvesting much of your summer garden pro-

duce, consider sharing your abundance with friends, family, 

and neighbors – extra summer squash, zucchini, tomatoes, 

and cucumbers. Begin to plan for cool weather vegetables, 

such as a second crop of lettuce and snow peas.  Soon 

you’ll be able to enjoy a fall harvest, too.         

ATTENTION 
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
Deb Yazo: 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
 
Eastford Communicator Volunteers 
Executive Editor  Carol Davidge 
Composition/Layout Deb Yazo 
News Collection  Deb Yazo 
Volunteers  Ruth Yulo 
   Tom French 
 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submit-
ter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items sub-
mitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves the 
right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are those of 
the submitters and not necessarily those of The Communicator. 
The Communicator will not print items it regards as offensive or 
slanderous. 

Dear Readers: 

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator. 
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs. 
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local 
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need 
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can, 
please send a donation. Thank you! 

 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   

 

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator  
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 
 

THANK YOU! 

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 
For Businesses and Individuals 

 
12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 

(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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